The Portuguese Medical Book Market (1600-1650): A Question of Statistics
There was a very significant increase in overall book production over the course of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries.1 A simple glance at the figures for Portugal ( Fig. 12 .1) indicates a rise in production from 1,537 items between 1500 and 1599 to 3,818 for the first half of the seventeenth century.2 Nonetheless, there was no continuous or lineal evolution of the market. After an initial and clear increase, there was near stagnation. The highest and lowest levels of production can be observed within a very short period: 1638 saw the publication of 35 items, while 248 items were published just three years later (Fig. 12.2 and Fig. 12.3 ).
In terms of the medical book market, 39 works were published by twentytwo authors in the first half of the seventeenth century, or an average of one item every two years.3 The peak occurred during the 1640s. In general terms,
